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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE DIVISION

DREAM DEFENDERS, NEW FLORIDA
MAJORITY EDUCATION FUND,
ORGANIZE FLORIDA EDUCATION
FUND, ZEBRA COALITION, BIANCA
MARIA BAEZ, MURRAY HELLER,
PAULINA HERNANDEZ MORALES,
CELCIO EDUARDO ROMERO, and
SHEILA YOUNG,

Plaintiffs,

RON DESANTIS, in his official capacity
as a commissioner of the Florida Elections
Canvassing Commission, ASHLEY
MOODY, in her official capacity as a
commissioner of the Florida Elections
Canvassing Commission, JIMMY
PATRONIS, in his official capacity as a
commissioner of the Florida Elections
Canvassing Commission, FLORIDA
ELECTION CANVASSING
COMMISSION, LAUREL M. LEE, in
her official capacity as Florida Secretary
of State, and KIM

A. BARTON, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for ALACHUA
County, NITA CRAWFORD, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for BAKER County, MARK
ANDERSEN, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for BAY

Case No. 1:20-cv-67-RH-GRJ

Judge Robert L. Hinkle
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County, TERRY L. VAUGHAN, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for BRADFORD County,
LORI SCOTT, in her official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for
BREVARD County, PETER
ANTONACKCI, in his official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for
BROWARD County, SHARON
CHASON, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for CALHOUN
County, PAUL A. STAMOULIS, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for CHARLOTTE County,
SUSAN A. GILL, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
CITRUS County, CHRIS H.
CHAMBLESS, in his official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for CLAY
County, JENNIFER J. EDWARDS, in
her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for COLLIER County,
ELIZABETH P. HORNE, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for COLUMBIA County,
MARK F. NEGLEY, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
DESOTO County, STARLET
CANNON, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for DIXIE
County, MIKE HOGAN, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
DUVAL County, DAVID H.
STAFFORD, in his official capacity as
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Supervisor of Elections for
ESCAMBIA County, KAITI
LENHART, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for FLAGLER
County, HEATHER RILEY, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for FRANKLIN County,
SHIRLEY G. KNIGHT, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
GADSDEN County, CONNIE
SANCHEZ, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for
GILCHRIST County, ALETRIS
FARNAM, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for GLADES
County, JOHN HANLON, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for GULF County, LAURA
HUTTO, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for
HAMILTON County, DIANE SMITH,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for HARDEE County,
BRENDA HOOTS, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
HENDRY County, SHIRLEY
ANDERSON, in her official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for
HERNANDO County, PENNY OGG,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for HIGHLANDS County,
CRAIG LATIMER, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
HILLSBOROUGH County, THERISA
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MEADOWS, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for HOLMES
County, LESLIE ROSSWAY SWAN,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for INDIAN RIVER County,
SYLVIA D. STEPHENS, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for JACKSON County,
MARTY BISHOP, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
JEFFERSON County, TRAVIS HART,
in his official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for LAFAYETTE County,
ALAN HAYS, in his official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for LAKE
County, TOMMY DOYLE, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for LEE County, MARK
EARLEY, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for LEON
County, TAMMY JONES, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for LEVY County, GINA
MCDOWELL, in her official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for
LIBERTY County, THOMAS
“TOMMY” R. HARDEE, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for MADISON County,
MICHAEL BENNETT, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
MANATEE County, WESLEY
WILCOX, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for MARION
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County, VICKI DAVIS, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
MARTIN County, CHRISTINA
WHITE, in her official capacity as

Supervisor of Elections for MIAMI-
DADCounty, JOYCE GRIFFIN, in

her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for MONROE County,
VICKI P. CANNON, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
NASSAU County, PAUL A. LUX, in
his official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for OKALOOSA County,
DIANE HAGAN, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
OKEECHOBEE County, BILL
COWLES, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for ORANGE
County, MARY JANE ARRINGTON,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for OSCEOLA County,
WENDY SARTORY LINK, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for PALM BEACH County,
BRIAN E. CORLEY, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
PASCO County, DEBORAH CLARK,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for PINELLAS County,
LORI EDWARDS, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
POLK County, CHARLES
OVERTUREF, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for PUTNAM
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County, TAPPIE A. VILLANE, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for SANTA ROSA County,
RON TURNER, in his official capacity
as Supervisor of Elections for
SARASOTA County, CHRIS
ANDERSON, in his official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for
SEMINOLE County, VICKY OAKES,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for ST. JOHNS County,
GERTRUDE WALKER, in her official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
ST. LUCIE County, WILLIAM KEEN,
in his official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for SUMTER County,
GLENDA B. WILLIAMS, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for SUWANNEE County,
DANA SOUTHERLAND, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for TAYLOR County,
DEBORAH K. OSBORNE, in her
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for UNION County, LISA
LEWIS, in her official capacity as
Supervisor of Elections for VOLUSIA
County, HENRY WELLS, in his
official capacity as Supervisor of
Elections for WAKULLA County,
BOBBY BEASLEY, in his official
capacity as Supervisor of Elections for
WALTON County, CAROL F. RUDD,
in her official capacity as Supervisor of
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Elections for WASHINGTON County,
CANVASSING BOARD OF ALACHUA
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD OF
BAKER COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of BAY COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of BRADFORD
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
BREVARD COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of BROWARD COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of CALHOUN
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
CHARLOTTE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of CITRUS
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
CLAY COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of COLLIER COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of COLUMBIA
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
DESOTO COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of DIXIE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of DUVAL
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
ESCAMBIA COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of FLAGLER COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of FRANKLIN
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
GADSDEN COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of GILCHRIST COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of GLADES
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
GULF COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of HAMILTON COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of HARDEE
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
HENDRY COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of HERNANDO COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of
HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY,
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CANVASSING BOARD of HOLMES
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of JACKSON
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
JEFFERSON COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of LAFAYETTE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of LAKE
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
LEE COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD
of LEON COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of LEVY COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of LIBERTY
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
MADISON COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of MANATEE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of MARION
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
MARTIN COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of MIAMI-DADE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of MONROE
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
NASSAU COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of OKALOOSA COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of ORANGE
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
OSCEOLA COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of PALM BEACH COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of PASCO
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
PINELLAS COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of POLK COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of PUTNAM
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
SANTA ROSA COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of SARASOTA
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
SEMINOLE COUNTY, CANVASSING

8
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BOARD of ST. JOHNS COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of ST. LUCIE
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
SUMTER COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of SUWANNEE COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of TAYLOR
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
UNION COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of VOLUSIA COUNTY,
CANVASSING BOARD of WAKULLA
COUNTY, CANVASSING BOARD of
WALTON COUNTY, CANVASSING
BOARD of WASHINGTON COUNTY,

Defendants.

THIRD AMENDED COMPLAINT!

1. The COVID-19 pandemic has upended every aspect of American life,
and in Florida, the pandemic threatens the very basis of our democratic system—ftree,
fair, and accessible elections, because Defendants Governor Ron DeSantis, Secretary
of State Laurel Lee, the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission, and Florida’s
County Supervisors of Elections have failed to take steps to protect every Floridian’s
right to vote. Public health officials project that the pandemic will continue to impact

our lives in the coming days, weeks, and months, restricting our movements and

! To avoid duplication of the responses already filed by the Defendants other than the commissioners of the Florida
Elections Canvassing Commission, this amended pleading retains the paragraph numbering of the Second Amended
Complaint, as set forth on May 8, 2020, except to the extent that it revises paragraphs 23 and 25 (adding the
individual commissioners of the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission and replacing Defendant RON
DESANTIS, in his official capacity as Governor of the State of Florida, with the same Defendant in his official
capacity as a commissioner of the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission).

9
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ability to engage in “normal” activity. The COVID-19 crisis should not block voters
from casting ballots or force them to make choices between their health and
participating in the democratic process.

2. In the presidential preference primary (PPP) on March 17, 2020, many
Florida voters were denied any opportunity to cast a ballot as a result of Florida’s
failure and refusal to take any action to ensure the right to vote, bringing turnout to a
historic low.

3. There are two more elections scheduled for 2020, neither of which will
be open, fair, secure, and accessible if Florida’s voting system is not adjusted to meet
the needs of this unprecedented emergency. Immediate action by the Governor, the
Secretary of State, and the Elections Canvassing Commission remove barriers to
registering and voting is necessary to ensure all eligible Floridians can exercise their
right to vote safely and without risk to the health and welfare of themselves, their
families, or their communities.

4. In light of social distancing requirements and the health risks resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic, overly restrictive vote by mail processes, failure to
make accommodations for disabled voters, ballot submission deadlines, an anemic
online voter registration system, failure to provide vote by mail ballots and materials
in Spanish, unrealistic ballot curing timeframes, and a paucity of ballot delivery

mechanisms threaten the right to vote of countless Floridians. Defendants’ failure to

10
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make any meaningful accommodation to mitigate these impacts of the COVID-19
crisis poses an undue burden on the right to vote in violation of the Constitution, the
Voting Rights Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Rehabilitation Act.
Without immediate action, marginalized and underserved voters will face severe and
uneven burdens casting a ballot by mail, if they are able to do so at all, and voters
with disabilities and health conditions putting them at heightened risk from COVID-
19 will be denied the resources they depend upon to cast a secret ballot on their own.
To ensure that the right to vote is not compromised due to present public health crisis,
Defendants must act now to prepare for upcoming elections and address the needs of
vulnerable voters in this time of crisis.

5. Having already once observed the impact of the state’s refusal to
accommodate the enormous dangers COVID-19 has created for its residents on
Election Day, and because many Floridians, including Plaintiffs, their members, and
their communities, will be denied the right to vote or unable to access a ballot in the
upcoming elections, Plaintiffs bring this action to protect the fundamental right to
vote and to vindicate their rights under the Voting Rights Act, the Americans with
Disabilities Act, and the Rehabilitation Act.

JURISDICTION & VENUE
6. Plaintiffs bring this action under 42 U.S.C. §§ 1983 and 1988 to redress

the deprivation under color of state law of rights secured by the United States

11
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Constitution, § 2 and § 203 of the Voting Rights Act (“VRA”), 52 U.S.C.A. §§
10301, 10503, the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments of the United States
Constitution, and under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§
12131, et seq., and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 29 U.S.C. § 794.

7. This Court has original jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343 because the matters in controversy arise
under the Constitution and laws of the United States. Plaintiffs bring this action to
redress the deprivation, under color of state law, of rights, privileges, and immunities
secured by the Constitution of the United States and federal law. Plaintiffs bring this
action to secure equitable relief under federal law providing for the protection of
voting rights, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2202.

8. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants, who are sued only
in their official capacity as officers of the State of Florida or its political subdivisions.

0. Venue is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b). Plaintiff Dream
Defenders has members in Gainesville, and a substantial part of the events that gave
rise to Plaintiffs’ claims occurred in this judicial district.

10. This Court has the authority to enter a declaratory judgment and to
provide preliminary and permanent injunctive relief pursuant to Rules 57 and 65 of

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and 2202.

12
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PARTIES
A. Plaintiffs

11.  Plaintifft DREAM DEFENDERS is a Florida non-profit organization
with its principal office in Miami-Dade County, Florida.? The organization was
established in 2012 following the killing of teenager Trayvon Martin and is led by
Black and Brown youth. Dream Defenders uses training and organizing of youth and
students to confront structural inequality. The organization conducts civic
engagement activities across the state of Florida, including voter registration and get
out the vote efforts. The membership of Dream Defenders includes college students
throughout the state of Florida who have been displaced from their schools due to the
coronavirus pandemic, some of whom were unable to vote in the PPP due to the
state’s failure to expand voting opportunities. Defendants’ failure to offer appropriate
and necessary accommodations in response to the pandemic is thwarting these
members’ ability to cast ballots and have them count in the 2020 election cycle, and
hindering the organization’s efforts to register Floridians to vote and help them vote,
and causing the organization to divert resources including staff time away from other
critical organizational activities, to secure the participation of registered Floridians in

upcoming elections.

2 Dream Defenders is a fiscally sponsored project of Tides Advocacy, a California-
based non-profit.

13
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12.  Plaintiff NEW FLORIDA MAJORITY EDUCATION FUND
(“NewFM”) is a Florida non-profit corporation and membership organization with
its principal office in Miami-Dade County, Florida. Founded in 2009, NewFM is
dedicated to organizing, educating, and mobilizing disempowered communities in
Florida to win equity and fairness throughout the State. NewFM's central focus is to
expand democracy by ensuring that every person eligible to vote, regardless of party
affiliation, can exercise his or her fundamental and constitutionally protected right to
vote. To achieve its goal, NewFM works with individual members and organizations
across the state of Florida engaged in civic and democratic endeavors to assist
underserved communities in voter registration, voter education and get out the vote
efforts. Defendants’ failure to take necessary steps to address the state of emergency
caused by coronavirus thwarts the organization’s efforts to increase voter
participation, harms its members who are registered voters in the state of Florida—
some of whom were unable to vote in the PPP—and who plan to vote in the upcoming
August 18, 2020 Primary Election or November 3, 2020 General Election, and is
causing the organization to divert resources including staff time to secure the
participation of Floridians in upcoming elections, away from voter registration, voter
education and get out the vote efforts.

13. Plaintiff ORGANIZE FLORIDA EDUCATION FUND is a

community-based, non-profit member organization with its principal offices in

14
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Orange County, Florida. Its membership consists of low- and moderate-income
people dedicated to the principles of social, racial, and economic justice and the
promotion of an equal and fair Florida for all. Organize Florida’s members
throughout the state of Florida bring communities together to join in the fight for safe
neighborhoods, healthy families, quality education, good jobs, justice, equality, and
a more representative democracy. Organize Florida’s major campaigns have included
supporting children and families and increasing Latinx voter turnout. The
organization is committed to exposing injustice and holding Florida’s leaders
accountable. The state’s failure to take necessary steps to accommodate impacted
voters in light of the coronavirus outbreak hinders the organization’s efforts to
increase participation among the communities it serves, harms its members who are
registered voters—some of whom were unable to vote in the PPP—and who plan to
vote in the upcoming August 18, 2020 Primary Election or November 3, 2020
General Election, and is causing the organization to divert resources including staff
time to secure the participation of Floridians in upcoming elections, away from voter
registration, voter education and get out the vote efforts.

14.  Plaintifft ZEBRA COALITION is a community-based, nonprofit
organization based in Orlando, Florida. Its mission is to support and inspire LGBTQ+
youth by assisting young people facing homelessness, bullying, isolation from their

families, and physical, sexual and drug abuse with individualized programs to guide

15
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them to recovery and stability. The Zebra Coalition provides temporary housing to
young adults facing homelessness as well as access to a network of organizations
who provide essential services to LGBTQ+ youth such as mental health counseling,
assistance with obtaining identification documents and other legal document and
services, leadership training and support services. The Zebra Coalition seeks to
mobilize and engage the young people it serves though voter registration. The state’s
failure to take steps during the public health crisis necessary to prevent the
disenfranchisement of homeless and housing-insecure individuals and youth with
temporary living accommodations hinders the organization’s ability to engage the
individuals it serves in the political process, causing the organization to divert
resources including staff time to ensure they can participate in upcoming elections.
Zebra Coalition’s youth residents with health risks also are fearful of physical
contacts at government and other offices.

15.  Plaintiff, BIANCA MARIA BAEZ is a registered voter in Leon County,
Florida who was unable to vote during the Presidential Preference Primary because
she was self-isolating after returning home from an international trip. Ms. Baez’s
preference is to vote in-person on election day. However, because of her concerns of
exposure to COVID-19, she plans to vote by mail in the upcoming elections. Ms.
Baez prefers to submit her ballot via curbside delivery as she is distrustful of her

ballot being delivered by the U.S. Postal Service in time to be counted.
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16. Plaintifft MURRAY HELLER is an 86-year-old registered voter in
Delray Beach, Florida. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, he planned to vote in person
at his polling location in Florida’s March 17, 2020, Presidential Preference Primary.
Because of Governor DeSantis’s executive order banning gatherings and because of
Mr. Heller’s age, his pacemaker, and his history of cardiac conditions and the grave
health consequences for older voters with his health conditions like his of contracting
COVID-19, Mr. Heller could not vote at his assigned polling place. As a result of
Defendants’ failure to extend the vote by mail request deadline or make other
accommodations to allow vulnerable individuals like himself to vote safely, Mr.
Heller was totally denied an opportunity to cast a ballot in the PPP. As the pandemic
has spread, Mr. Heller’s fear of the serious health risks he faces from COVID-19 has
only increased. Plaintiff Heller wants to vote in the upcoming August and November
2020 elections, but he fears he will again be unable to vote in person. Plaintiff Heller
would vote by mail using a ballot drop box if he could navigate the vote-by-mail
process without the need to expose himself to health risks, or in person using curbside
voting if it were made available to him.

17.  Plaintifft PAULINA HERNANDEZ MORALES is an 85-year-old
naturalized U.S. Citizen and voter in Seminole County, Florida. Ms. Hernandez
Morales lives with stage 2 breast cancer and has high blood pressure. Ms. Hernandez

Morales has attempted to vote by mail in Florida in the past. Twice, most recently in
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2018, after she sent her ballot to the SOE, it was not received in time to be counted.
Ms. Hernandez Morales has read that vote-by-mail ballots have frequently been
rejected in her community by Defendant Chris Anderson, Supervisor of Elections for
Seminole County and his predecessors. Because she does not trust the vote-by-mail
system due to her past experiences with attempting to vote-by-mail in the state, Ms.
Hernandez Morales had planned to vote in person on election day in the upcoming
elections. She wants the reassurance of seeing her ballot counted, and she requires
the assistance of a Spanish-language poll-worker or other person to make an informed
decision on Election Day. Ms. Hernandez-Morales is not able to vote in-person this
year because her health conditions and age place her in the high-risk category for
COVID-19. In the past, Ms. Hernandez has received Spanish-language assistance
from friends, but with the COVID-19 pandemic, her friends are not able to assist her.
Ms. Hernandez is worried her ballot will again not be counted. Ms. Hernandez
Morales would be able to vote if she could access assistance, for example from
election officials, and had a way to be sure her vote-by-mail ballot would be counted,
such as an ability to track her mail ballot reliably and a meaningful opportunity to
cure any problems with her ballot. She would also be able to vote if Florida offered
curbside voting, which would allow her to access assistance to vote on election day

and ensure her vote is counted.
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18.  Plaintiff CELCIO EDUARDO ROMERO is a 76-year-old naturalized
U.S. citizen, and a resident of and voter in Orange County, Florida. Plaintiff
Romero’s dominant language is Spanish. Plaintiff Romero lives with multiple
sclerosis (MS), and suffered a stroke a few years ago. As a result, he has limited
mobility and has lost the ability to write. He can sign his initials with great difficulty,
but he can no longer sign his full name. He also lives with diabetes and high blood
pressure, heightening his vulnerability to COVID-19. Mr. Romero lives in a senior
residence, Magnolia Towers, that is connected to an assisted living facility and is near
his medical providers. Mr. Romero typically votes in person at his polling place but
cannot safely leave his residence and go inside a polling station during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Defendant Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections for Orange County,
and Defendant’s predecessors has never conducted supervised voting at Magnolia
Towers or placed a polling place there. Plaintiff Romero would like to vote by mail
this year but cannot do so without assistance marking his vote-by-mail ballot or
technology that would allow him to do so independently. He is also concerned that,
because he cannot sign his name, his ballot is likely to be rejected.

19.  Plaintiff SHEILA YOUNG is a resident of Orange County, Florida. She
is eligible and registered to vote. Plaintiff Young is blind. To vote, she uses assistive
technology available at her polling place that allows her to mark her ballot

independently and privately. Though she had concerns about appearing in person at
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her polling place in the PPP, she did so because it was the only way she could cast
her ballot independently. As COVID-19 outbreak has spread, Ms. Young has become
even more concerned about voting at her polling place in the August and November
2020 elections and cannot do so without grave risk to her health. As a blind person,
she cannot see whether she is standing the necessary six feet away from others. She
cannot navigate a polling-place line in which voters must remain six feet apart or see
whether poll workers are properly disinfecting the accessible equipment between
voters.

20. Ms. Young would like to vote by mail but because she is blind, she
cannot mark a paper vote-by-mail ballot without assistance from another person. It is
important to her to be able to vote independently and privately. She does not want to
be forced to request someone else mark her paper vote-by-mail ballot because that
would violate the secrecy of her ballot and her autonomy. She would use an electronic
ballot delivery option to mark her ballot at home if Florida officials, including but
not limited to Defendant Bill Cowles, Supervisor of Elections for Orange County,
and Defendant Laurel M. Lee, Florida Secretary of State, provided blind voters like
herself with that option. The need for postage to request and return her mail ballot
also poses an obstacle to Ms. Young. The U.S. Postal Service’s website does not offer
an accessible means of purchasing postage online, and social distancing concerns

prevent her from purchasing postage at the Post Office or other locations. Without an
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accessible option to mark her mail ballot and with the other obstacles she faces voting
by mail, Plaintiff Young will not be able to cast an independent and private ballot in
the August and November 2020 elections.

21. Defendants’ refusal to make appropriate changes in voter registration
and election procedures to address the COVID-19 public health emergency will
frustrate organizational Plaintiffs’ respective missions and cause them to divert
resources by interfering with their members’ efforts to safely and effectively cast a
ballot in the upcoming August primary and November General Election. Individual
Plaintiffs will be unable to vote safely at their assigned polling places, and unless
vote-by-mail procedures are adjusted to address the current reality, they will be
unable to vote by mail as well.

B. Defendants

22. Defendant RON DESANTIS is sued in his official capacity as a
commissioner of the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission, as further described
in 4 25 below. Defendant Desantis is a person within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. §
1983 and acts under color of state law.

23. Defendant LAUREL M. LEE is sued in her official capacity as Florida
Secretary of State. Defendant Lee is a person within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 1983
and acts under color of state law. Pursuant to Florida Statute § 97.012, the Secretary

of State is the chief elections officer of the State and is responsible for the
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administration of state laws affecting voting. Defendant has the authority to oversee
the administration of elections by Florida’s 67 county supervisors of elections.

24.  Defendant ELECTIONS CANVASSING COMMISSION is sued as a
state-created entity. Its membership consists of the Governor and two members of
the Cabinet selected by the Governor, as set forth in Florida Statute § 102.111.
Pursuant to Florida Statute § 101.698, the Elections Canvassing Commission is
tasked with adopting emergency rules to facilitate absentee voting during emergency
situations.

25. Defendant ASHLEY MOODY is sued in her official capacity as a
commissioner of the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission. Defendant Moody
is a person within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and acts under color of state law.
Defendant Moody has previously been selected by the Governor to serve on the
Elections Canvassing Commission, as set forth in Florida Statute § 102.111.

26. Defendant JIMMY PATRONIS is sued in his official capacity as a
commissioner of the Florida Elections Canvassing Commission. Defendant Patronis
is a person within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and acts under color of state law.
Defendant Patronis has previously been selected by the Governor to serve on the
Elections Canvassing Commission, as set forth in Florida Statute § 102.111.
Defendants Elections Canvassing Commission, DeSantis, Lee, Patronis and Moody

are together the “State Defendants.”

22



Case 4:20-cv-00236-RH-MJF Document 341-1 Filed 06/25/20 Page 23 of 82

27.  Defendants KIM A. BARTON, Supervisor of Elections for
ALACHUA County, NITA CRAWFORD, Supervisor of Elections for BAKER
County, MARK ANDERSEN, Supervisor of Elections for BAY County, TERRY L.
VAUGHAN, Supervisor of Elections for BRADFORD County, LORI SCOTT,
Supervisor of Elections for BREVARD County, PETER ANTONACCI, Supervisor
of Elections for BROWARD County, SHARON CHASON, Supervisor of Elections
for CALHOUN County, PAUL A. STAMOULIS, Supervisor of Elections for
CHARLOTTE County, SUSAN A. GILL, Supervisor of Elections for CITRUS
County, CHRIS H. CHAMBLESS, Supervisor of Elections for CLAY County,
JENNIFER J. EDWARDS, Supervisor of Elections for COLLIER County,
ELIZABETH P. HORNE, Supervisor of Elections for COLUMBIA County, MARK
F. NEGLEY, Supervisor of Elections for DESOTO County, STARLET CANNON,
Supervisor of Elections for DIXIE County, MIKE HOGAN, Supervisor of Elections
for DUVAL County, DAVID H. STAFFORD, Supervisor of Elections for
ESCAMBIA County, KAITI LENHART, Supervisor of Elections for FLAGLER
County, HEATHER RILEY, Supervisor of Elections for FRANKLIN County,
SHIRLEY G. KNIGHT, Supervisor of Elections for GADSDEN County, CONNIE
SANCHEZ, Supervisor of Elections for GILCHRIST County, ALETRIS FARNAM,
Supervisor of Elections for GLADES County, JOHN HANLON, Supervisor of

Elections for GULF County, LAURA HUTTO, Supervisor of Elections for
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HAMILTON County, DIANE SMITH, Supervisor of Elections for HARDEE
County, BRENDA HOOTS, Supervisor of Elections for HENDRY County,
SHIRLEY ANDERSON, Supervisor of Elections for HERNANDO County, PENNY
OGG, Supervisor of Elections for HHGHLANDS County, CRAIG LATIMER,
Supervisor of Elections for HILLSBOROUGH County, THERISA MEADOWS,
Supervisor of