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dē'·mŏs'
A Greek Noun: “The Common People; the populace.”

Dēmos is a non-partisan public policy research and advocacy organization 
founded in 2000. Headquartered in New York City, Dēmos works with advo-
cates and policy-makers around the country in pursuit of four overarching 
goals: 

•	 a more equitable economy with widely shared prosperity and opportu-
nity;

•	 a vibrant and inclusive democracy with high levels of voting and civic en-
gagement;

•	 an empowered public sector that works for the common good;

•	 and responsible U.S. engagement in an interdependent world.

What We Do

A multi-issue national organization, Dēmos combines research, policy devel-
opment, and advocacy to influence public debates and catalyze change. We 
publish books, reports, and briefing papers that illuminate critical problems 
and advance innovative solutions; work at both the national and state level 
with advocates and policymakers to promote reforms; help to build the ca-
pacity and skills of key progressive constituencies; project our values into the 
media by promoting Dēmos Fellows and staff in print, broadcast, and Internet 
venues; and host public events that showcase new ideas and leading progres-
sive voices.
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This is a critical time in the history of the United 
States. The systems that promoted opportunity 
and growth of the middle class have eroded; poli-
cies meant to broaden access to education, af-
fordable housing, good jobs and fair lending have 
been weakened and left unable to address modern 
economic challenges. As a nation, we need to be 
better equipped to ensure the economic stability 
of today’s households and help create a path to a 
stable middle class for future generations.

Dēmos works to reverse this economic decline 
and to promote the widest sharing of prosperity 
and opportunity in 21st century America. We are 
helping to build broad public support for a new 
social contract—one based on widening access to 
higher education and making college more afford-
able, creating good jobs, reforming unfair lending 
and financial practices that came with widespread 
deregulation, and addressing the healthcare, as-
set-building and retirement security concerns of 
the family economy. That will provide a strong 
foundation for today’s young adults as they enter 
their working lives. 

Dēmos’ Economic Opportunity Program and 
Fellows are realizing these goals through the de-
velopment of new research and policy, report and 
book publishing, working with policymakers in 
Washington and around the country, conducting 
advocacy campaigns, and engaging the media and 
concerned citizens about critical economic issues 
of our times.

FY09 Highlights:

Reforming Financial Institutions, Restoring 
Fairness in Lending

Over the last 30 years, the policies and agencies 
designed to retain fairness and balance in the bor-
rower-lender relationship have been dismantled, 
under-enforced or side-stepped entirely. We’ve 
seen a credit card industry shift its practices to 
place the greatest burden of fees, interest rates 
and gotcha-tactics on Americans who borrow 
just to get by. Homeowners were put at great risk 
due to the rise in the loosely regulated subprime  
mortgage industry, and risky lending products de-
rived from those transactions flooded the market, 
unregulated. 

By the 2008 economic meltdown, Dēmos had 
been, for several years, working hard to propose 
new ways of thinking about, and to advance 
groundbreaking policy ideas for, restoring fiscal 
fairness and balance:

•	 Dēmos was one of the first institutions to con-
duct research into the widespread growth of 
debt, and the deliberate tactic of the credit card 
industry to impose the new gotcha-tactic—ar-
bitrary fee and rate increases and universal 
default among them—to those who could least 
afford them. In 2003, we issued the first major 
analysis of credit card debt in America, Bor-
rowing to Make Ends Meet, and in 2004 de-
veloped and promoted to Congress and Presi-
dential candidates the first major credit card 
reform proposal, The Borrowers’ Security Act. 
In the last several years, we have published doz-
ens of new reports on debt and industry tactics, 
testified before Congress, worked vigorously to 
change the way debt and the experiences of in-
debted households are being reported on in the 
news media, and also worked in Washington—
directly with Congressional offices and through 
legislative testimony—to inform the new credit 
card reform legislation, the Credit CARD Act.

•	 Over the last 25 years, America has had a very 
one-sided conversation about government over-
sight and regulation of the economy. Over the 
last year, however, a new and very painfully 
acquired opening for discussion has emerged. 
Events have transpired that are challenging the 
standing of the last generation’s conventional 
wisdom about regulation. Through the new Ef-
fective Regulation for the 21st Century Project, 

Working for…Shared Prosperity, Rebuilding the Opportunity Ladder

Published 2008 by Dēmos and The New 
Press; www.uptooureyeballs.com
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Dēmos seeks to facilitate an open and fair debate 
about the kinds of new national guidance and 
rules that can ensure a stable domestic econo-
my and fair international economic exchange in 
the future. We’ve begun this project by closely 
looking at failures in the home lending indus-
try, with publishing several new reports in 2008 
and hosting several events, including:

◦◦ A July 2008 DC event and report to carve 
out a path to recovery in the home market 
with a modernized and empowered regula-
tory system. 

◦◦ A July 2008 report: Beyond the Mortgage 
Meltdown: Addressing the Current Crisis, 
Avoiding a Future Catastrophe.

◦◦ A Fall 208 report: The New Squeeze How a 
Perfect Storm of Bad Mortgages and Credit 
Card Debt Could Paralyze the Recovery.

◦◦ A November 2008 event in New York as part 
of our Charles Halpern Series on business 
and sociaty entitled “Beyond the Meltdown: 
Where Did the Financial System Go Wrong? 
How Do We Set it Right?”

◦◦ A new book, Up To Our Eyeballs: How 
Shady Lenders and Failed Economic Poli-
cies are Drowning Americans in Debt, ex-
posing predatory and unfair lending practic-
es and telling the stories of people affected 
by them. 

A New Opportunity Contract for America’s 
Young Adults

Dēmos has launched a multi-year Next Genera-
tion Opportunity Project to examine the eco-
nomic realities of America’s young people. This 
project is building a national network of advocates 
and engaged young people to support state- and 
federal-level policies that create a path to the fu-
ture middle class, and which does so for succes-
sive generations. The groundwork for this project 
was laid in 2008 with several key developments:

•	 A Better Deal: Reclaiming Economic Secu-
rity for A New Generation Conference, held in 
Washington, DC, on May 8-9, brought together 
more than 20 national partners and hundreds 
of advocates from around the country to dis-
cuss the economic concerns of young America: 
college access and affordability, creating and 
maintaining good jobs, healthcare, costs of 
starting a family, and creating a broad-based 

movement to keep these issues at the forefront 
of our politics. 

•	 Publication of the Economic State of Young 
America, the first of Dēmos’ biennial reports 
on the trends that affect America’s 20- and 
30-somethings, and A Better Deal Handbook,  
a guide to help mobilize the growing national 
advocacy network around young adult fiscal is-
sues. 

Making the Case to Rebuild the Path to a 
Stable Middle Class

Recognizing that there has been no clear mea-
surement of the true financial stability of Ameri-
ca’s middle class, Dēmos, along with our partners 
at the Institute on Assets and Social Policy at 
Brandeis University, developed the Middle Class 
Economic Security Index. This new tool mea-
sures the financial well-being of America’s house-
holds along key measurements not reflected to-
gether in the usual single-factor indexes: budget, 
income, assets, healthcare coverage and educa-
tional attainment. 

In addition to a foundational report, By a Thread: 
The New Experience of America’s Middle Class, 
we published additional reports examining middle 
class security across age, race and income demo-
graphics, and comparing stability between points 
in time. Through this work, we’re trying to help 
our policymakers understand “who’s in, who’s out 
and who’s barely holding on” in order to build sup-
port for broad-based policy solutions that will cre-
ate a large and economically stable middle class 
now and for future generations.

Dēmos’ Jennifer Wheary talks about the state 
of the African-American and Latino Middle 
Class and a new report based on the Middle 
Class Economic Security Index on NBC Nightly 
News. 
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Democratic institutions are the foundation of the 
United States. The ways in which Americans are 
represented and have their voice heard—by cast-
ing a vote, through elective government, through 
civic institutions and now, more than ever, through 
technology that engages people on critical national, 
state or local issues—should be a constant focus for 
our policymakers at the state and national level. 

Dēmos envisions a political system in which the 
voices of all Americans—in all of the diversity of 
opinion and experience in this country—are heard 
loud and clear. We believe that the public institu-
tions and innovations that help the people to be 
heard, especially underrepresented and margin-
alized people, should be invested in, modernized 
and, in a legal context, enforced vigorously. 

Through the work of the Democracy Program 
and several Fellows, Dēmos is promoting a set of 
policies and innovations that give more people a 
voice—researching and promoting policy to cor-
rect the many problems that still plague our vot-
ing process, engaging directly in the states to move 
reform in partnership with state-based advocates, 
reframing the debate about integrity in elections 
and replacing scare tactics with facts, exploring 
and supporting new ways social media is used as 
a tool of democracy, and working vigorously with 
legislators in the nation’s Capitol and the White 
House to build on renewed civic momentum. 

FY09 Highlights

Helping Americans Experience Democracy 
Through Voter Registration Reform and 
Modernization

The 2008 election showed us that high levels of 
interest, good organization and mobilized vot-
ers can make a difference, though the high level 
of participation occured in the of a largely anti-
quated patchwork-quilt of voter registration pro-
cedures. As in 2004, too many voters in the 2008  
election experienced problems with the voter 
rolls. Many found their names were erroneously 
omitted and they were forced to cast a provisional 
ballot, or they registered only to find that the arbi-
trary registration deadline had passed, or perhaps 
they had recently relocated because of a move for 
school or because they were displaced in the eco-
nomic meltdown and weren’t permitted to vote on 
account of an outdated address.  At Dēmos, we’ve 
been engaged in several multiyear campaigns to 
promote voter-registration specific moderniza-
tion and compliance reforms to help bring mil-
lions of Americans into the democratic process:

•	 Since 2000, Dēmos has been conducting a 
campaign to promote laws that would allow 
voters to register and vote on the same day. 
Our research has shown that states with these 
Same Day Registration laws have consistently 
higher voter participation than those that do 
not. Through our campaign, we’ve helped states 
such as Iowa, Montana and North Carolina 
pass and implement this important law, and 
we’re working with advocacy networks around 
the country to help states examine how best to 
implement this important election reform. In 
North Carolina, nearly 190,000 citizens were 
able to cast a ballot because of their new Same 
Day Registration law. Laws that allow people to 
register and vote on the same day helped more 
than 1 million people cast a ballot in Novem-
ber, 2008. Currently nine states allow voters to 
register and vote on the same day, and we are 
working to increase that number by the 2010 
election.

Working for…A Democracy Where the People’s Voices and Votes Count

Dēmos’ Steven Carbo and Miles Rapoport 
discuss allegations of voter fraud on CNN prior 
to election 2008
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Since 2004, Dēmos has been engaged in the NVRA 
Implementation Project, a national effort to help 
states become compliant with the National Voter 
Registration Act’s (NVRA) requirement that pub-
lic assistance agencies offer voter registration op-
portunities. This mandate, known as “Section 7,” 
is intended to help bring historically under-rep-
resented lower-income voters into the democratic 
process—one that many states have overlooked in 
recent years. Dēmos has been working with part-
ners Project Vote and the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights to conduct research on state perfor-
mance and to help noncompliant states quickly, 
fully and effectively implement the law.        

The 2008 election provided evidence of exactly 
how well this provision of the NVRA works when 
properly implemented: a court order in Missouri 
requiring implementation led to an increase to 
about 12,000 registrations per month from fewer 
than 700, on average; Virginia saw an eight-fold 
increase in agency-based registration; over 77,000 
North Carolinians registered since early 2007 
compliance efforts.  We also work with our part-
ners to, when necessary, engage in litigation to 
bring states into NVRA compliance, such as in 
Ohio, where a federal appellate court victory es-
tablished that the Secretary of State and Director 
of Office of Jobs and Family Services are respon-
sible for ensuring the state’s compliance with the 
NVRA’s agency registration requirements.

Working through the Courts to Reform 
Election Administration

Dēmos takes on ambitious litigation to achieve 
needed reforms in election administration. As just 
one example, we achieved an important appellate 
victory in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit last fall on behalf of the League of Women 
Voters of Ohio, confirming the responsibility of 
state officials to ensure that voters are not disfran-
chised through lack of adequate resources, poll-
worker errors or other systemic problems.  Noted 
election law scholar Ned Foley termed it arguably 
“the most significant appellate court reliance” to 
date on the equal protection theory that emerged 
from Bush v. Gore.  

New National Reforms to Promote Civic 
Engagement

In July, Dēmos joined with America Speaks and 
Everyday Democracy to convene a gathering of 
thinkers, writers and advocates to chart out a 
comprehensive democracy reform agenda to pro-
mote to presidential candidates. That comprehen-
sive package includes elements of election reform, 
deliberative democracy and advocacy. It rests on a 
vision of America that encourages the maximum 
levels of voter turnout, practices people-centered 
governance, and actively seeks and genuinely val-
ues everyone’s participation. It envisions an in-
frastructure of participation and governance that 
welcomes everyone, while also taking steps to en-
sure that the voices of the powerful are not unduly 
elevated. Out of the convening came several key 
recommendations, which we are beginning to see 
take root in the new administration:

1.	 Establish a White House Office on Civic En-
gagement and make an institutional commit-
ment to greater participation. 

2.	 Convene national discussions to provide citi-
zens with a voice in the policy making pro-
cess and build capacity for greater participa-
tion at all levels. 

3.	 Adopt policy reforms for increasing partici-
pation in public life. 

In 2008, Dēmos published a guide to help 
states implement new laws that allow citizens 
to register and vote on the same day.      
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By now, it is clear to Americans everywhere that 
we need to invest in and maintain the public sys-
tems and structures that serve our nation. These 
things—schools, roads and bridges, job training 
programs, snow removal, firefighters and the po-
lice, and on and on—need support from the pub-
lic, so that government can do its vital work. We 
are hopeful we’re witnessing a renaissance in the 
American spirit, recognizing what we can do to-
gether through these public investments.  To make 
sure we can build long-term support for the many 
common goods that we share and rely on, we first 
have to recognize and address the disconnection 
with and disaffection for government that has per-
sisted for decades. 

Dēmos is working to help build broad-based sup-
port for structures that work for the common 
good by helping Americans gain a more produc-
tive and focused understanding of government, 
and a sense of engagement and common purpose. 
Through research conducted for Public Works: 
the Dēmos Center for the Public Sector, we have 
found that Americans have a strong distaste for 
partisanship and political self-interest, and that 
there is a fundamental misunderstanding of what 
government is and does. We are using this re-
search and developing tools and trainings to help 
advocates, leaders and policymakers who seek cit-
izen support for public sector solutions find ways 
of reaching reform goals without framing them as 
a set of “wins” for one party or another. Instead, 
we need one that contributes constructively to a 
new public understanding of the purpose and pos-
sibilities of government action--an approach that 
emphasizes problem-solving, long-term thinking, 
and a genuine concern for the common good.

Dēmos has developed just such an approach. 
Through trainings and consultations, we are help-
ing to motivate organizations, elected officials 
and community leaders across the country to 
consciously engage in activities that will support 
the role of government in achieving the critical 
balance between the public good and private in-
terests. We are working to revitalize in the Ameri-
can spirit the importance of public purposes and a 
conception of citizenship that calls on everyone to 
see themselves as stewards of our common good.

Working for…A Government By, For and of the People

[Public Works] is totally redefining 
the right way to present governance.  
– Molly Markert, Colorado Coalition 
for the Medically Underserved

Most importantly for the Poverty 
Institute, our reports and bigger 
publications that we work on no 
longer start out with technical jargon 
but frame the issue up front as 
one about the need for adequate 
revenues to fund public services…
– Kate Brewster, Poverty Institute/
One Rhode Island 
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FY09 Highlights

On The Road, Changing The Conversation

Over the past few years, members of our Public 
Works team have been working across the coun-
try, traveling constantly to help leaders engage 
their constituencies with the idea of an effective 
government properly empowered and funded to 
work toward the common good. In the last year, 
at hundreds of workshops, Dēmos has helped em-
power thousands of state and community leaders, 
policy and advocacy groups, elected officials, pub-
lic sector employees and others with a new, con-
structive message about public sector work. 

Training Tools, Building on Momentum

Dēmos is helping to keep our state and commu-
nity leaders apprised of ongoing techniques, news,  
messages and framing through a series of train-
ings and workshops, but also through an ongoing 
educational series and through personal consulta-
tions. 

On the Radio Around the Web

On the first Tuesday of each month, Dēmos pro-
duces a radio show, First Tuesdays, in partner-
ship with KPFT-FM in Houston, that examines 
the distinction between government and politics 
while explore the role of government in our ev-
eryday lives. The show, which is also streamed live 
and has developed a strong social media audience, 
challenges listeners to think more critically about 
the common structures and opportunities which 
we count on and share with our neighbors and 
which are facilitated best through the public sec-
tor.

Patrick Bresette conducts a training at 
Washington State University

Kym King conducting an interview for First 
Tuesdays.

Getting Dēmos into educational 
systems is critical! It really has 
transformed how I’m able to convey 
information to my students. I think 
about problems in a different way.
– Vicki Totten, Associate Academic Dean, 
St. Edwards University in Austin, Texas

Since we have taken a very 
community-based approach, 
Dēmos’ model has made it easier 
for us to bring together groups 
that have traditionally been at 
odds over declining revenues (e.g. 
city workers and administrators; 
parents, teachers, unions and 
school district administrators) to 
work together for statewide reform.  
– Joe Fahey, Institute for Wisconsin’s Future
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The United States must renew its rich tradition 
of global engagement to create a more democratic 
and prosperous world, as well as to protect our 
own security. More than ever, in an age of interna-
tional interdependence, the U.S. must collaborate 
with other countries—as well as with civil society 
and the private sector—to address the most press-
ing challenges of our time, such as creating a more 
equitable and stable global economy, averting a 
climatic catastrophe as well as recurrent energy 
crises, reducing terrorism and the conditions that 
feed it, and ensuring the just treatment of the mil-
lions of migrants who cross borders in search of a 
better life.

Dēmos is developing a new generation of policy 
ideas to inform responsible U.S. engagement in an 
interdependent world. Global institutions forged 
in the post-World War II era must be reimagined 
or replaced, along with policy approaches predi-
cated on U.S. global dominance. Fresh ways must 
be found to engage the American public in global 
policy issues to ensure that Americans not only 
support strong U.S. engagement in the world, but 
also that the public demands this engagement be 
guided by the core democratic values that under-
pin our society at home.

Through the International Program, the work of 
our CivWorld and U.S. in the World programs, 
and frequent partnerships with the World Policy 
Institute, Dēmos is focusing its initial work in sev-
eral areas: trade and globalization, citizenship and 
immigration, public opinion and foreign policy, 
and an exploration of the interplay between dem-
ocratic theory and international interdependence. 
Additional research and policy development on 
areas such as energy and the environment will be 
explored throughout 2009-10.

FY09 HighlightS:

Interdependence Day

In September 2008 in Brussels, Dēmos’ CivWorld 
Program convened the Sixth Interdependence 
Day Celebration, an annual event started in 2002 
to begin a dialogue about the realities of a modern 
world in which interconnection to key factors in 
our lives—economies, energy policy, religion, cul-
ture, environmental concerns, terrorism—rather 
than mutual isolation, are defining characteris-
tics. We are doing so with the belief that while our 
problems and opportunities are global, they must 
be also solved through civic engagement that is 
local. This year’s event took place from Septem-
ber 9-13, and welcomed more than 100 speaking 
panelists and arts participants from over 25 coun-
tries (including Libya, India, Morocco, Poland, 
Hungary, Georgia and Turkey), and included a 
Youth Summit that brought together young adults 
from around the world to discuss issues of culture 
and identity, religion and conflict prevention, as 
well as a session moderated by Dr. Cornel West on 
the relationship of U.S. to the World. 

Working for…Responsible US Engagement in an Interdependent World

2008 Interdependence Day  
Celebration in Brussels
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Trading Up

Dēmos believes that the United States should play 
a bold new leadership role in creating a global 
economy that works for everyone. It should en-
courage faster economic growth, higher labor 
standards, and stronger social protections in de-
veloping nations while buffering Americans from 
the downsides of globalization and equipping U.S. 
workers to succeed in the global economy. To 
achieve these goals, we believe that the President 
and Congress should embrace a policy agenda 
that balances a commitment to markets and open 
trade with dramatic efforts to reduce inequities 
and insecurities in developed and developing na-
tions alike. This agenda would seek to maximize 
what is best about the global economy: its enor-
mous capacity to generate wealth and potential to 
generate economic opportunity from that wealth; 
and minimize what is worst: competition among 
nations to lower labor standards and reduce social 
protections to attract jobs and capital. In 2008, 
we published two priming publications to lay the 
groundwork for achieving these goals:

•	 Trading Up: Win-Win Solutions to Raise Glob-
al Living Standards and Ensure the Success of 
American Workers, from Dēmos and the World 
Policy Institute 

•	 Talking about Trade and Economic Global-
ization: A Message Builder, from Dēmos and 
the U.S. in the World Initiative

World Policy Institute / Dēmos  
Event Collaboration

Scholar Alan Wolfe discusses his book 
The Future of Liberalism at a lunch event 
moderated by Dēmos Senior Fellow David 
Callahan and co-sponsored by the World 
Policy Institute. 

Dēmos has become a leading venue for 
public discussion in New York City and 
features noted authors, policymakers and 
advocates. 
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New and diverse perspectives can help push out the 
boundaries of our public and policy debate. We’ve 
seen the primacy of conservative ideology over the 
last 30 years—using media, publishing and a net-
work of powerful think-tanks to build a framework 
for political and public thought with a “drown gov-
ernment in a bathtub” mentality aimed at shrink-
ing the public sector, starving our social insurance 
programs, and instilling a go-it-alone concept of 
citizenship. 

Dēmos is proud to be part of a progressive move-
ment that is reshaping the way new ideas inform 
the public and policy debates, operating on a ba-
sis of shared responsibility and shared progress. 
We are working to incubate and execute new and 
diverse solutions to shared problems, and to of-
fer long-rage goals that can create stability and 
prosperity for Americans and people around the 
world. Through the work of the Fellows Program, 
Dēmos supports scholars and writers whose in-
novative work influences the public debate about 
crucial national and global issues. The program 
offers an intellectual home and public engage-
ment platform for more than 20 fellows from di-
verse backgrounds: emerging public intellectuals, 
journalists, distinguished public figures, and aca-
demics whose research can be used to inform the 
policy world.

FY09 Highlights

In the Debate

•	 Distinguished Senior Fellow Robert Kuttner has 
become a leading analyst on the Obama Admin-
istration’s economic policy challenges, draw-
ing on his New York Times bestseller, Obama’s 
Challenge: America’s Economic Crisis and the 
Power of a Transformative Presidency.

•	 Distinguished Senior Fellow Teresa Ghilarducci  
was named to the New York Times “Best Ideas” 
list in 2008 for her proposal to create a supple-
mentary public pension system. 

•	 Senior Fellow Lew Daly spoke and interviewed 
across the country on wealth and inequality in 
the knowledge economy, based on his new book 
Unjust Deserts: How the Rich are Taking Our 
Common Inheritance and Why We Should 
Take it Back (co-authored with Gar Alpero-
vitz).

•	 Senior Fellow Nomi Prins provided up-to-the-
minute commentary on the financial bailout of 
2008-2009 in Mother Jones, CNN Money, The 
Nation and other publications.

The Women’s Leadership Initiative

Despite enormous progress over the past several 
decades in this country, as well as the historic 
nomination of a woman presidential and vice-
presidential candidate in the 2008 election, the 
facts are clear: American women are the major-
ity of voters, 80 percent of consumers, the ma-
jority of graduates of colleges, professional and 
graduate programs, and the driving force of en-
trepreneurship.

And yet the wage gap persists, only a handful of 
women are on corporate boards or in corner of-
fices—no matter the field or profession, women 
business owners still face unnecessary obstacles, 
Congress is only 16 percent women, and quality 
affordable and accessible childcare—which most-
ly affects mothers—is still only a dream for most. 
A deeper conversation must enter the public de-
bate about women’s extremely poor numbers in 
top leadership positions compared to other parts 
of the world—whether access to the top is still not 
readily available to women, and what realities ex-
ist that force women to choose not to lead or con-
strain their options as leaders.

Working for…New Ideas & Voices Into the Public Debate

Distinguished Senior Fellow Linda Tarr-Whelan 
taking questions at a Women’s Leadership 

Initiative Forum.
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In 2008, Dēmos launched the Women’s 
Leadership Initiative (WLI), a multi-year project 
led by Distinguished Senior Fellow Linda Tarr-
Whelan, who is the former US Ambassador to 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women, 
to provide a platform for this conversation and 
a vehicle for entrance into the public debate. 
The WLI is creating the space for this dialogue 
through public events, a media campaign and the 
publication of a new book by Tarr-Whelan entitled 
Women Lead the Way: Your Guide to Stepping 
Up to Leadership and Changing The World. 

Emerging Voices Project

Generational change in our society has emerged 
as an important factor in social activism and elec-
toral politics in recent years, as young people’s 
engagement has grown in both numbers and in-
fluence. At the same time, strategists for social 
change are increasingly focused on the need for 
new institutions and programs dedicated to pro-
moting progressive ideas, arguments and values 
in the public square. The two trends have con-
verged in some ways but not in others. Most nota-
bly, the generational and political makeup of our 
public intellectual life has not changed in a way 
that is comparable to the growth of young people’s 
leadership in issue advocacy and grassroots cam-
paigning. 

It is imperative that we help young progressives 
gain a foothold in the public debate. Translating 
this powerful generational change into an agen-
da-setting power in our politics requires not just 
numbers and energy on the ground, but also ar-
ticulate, well-defined voices in the media and the 
larger world of ideas. Through the Emerging Voic-
es Project, Dēmos is investing in a new generation 
of progressive thought-leaders, and doing so with 
a high priority on young thinkers and writers of 
color, because without more diversity in our pub-
lic debates the complex challenges we face will be 
much more difficult to address and resolve.

Dēmos Forums and Special Events

Rarely has the need for creative public engage-
ment on critical issues been more urgent. When 
we talk about the goals of Dēmos and our collec-
tive objectives for the nation and the world, we 
cannot simply talk about policies. We must also 
better articulate our “first principles,” as well as 
expand the menu of big ideas that advance these 
principles. Dēmos is deeply committed to long-
term ideas work, in particular through participa-
tion in public events.

Through special events, confereneces and our 
Dēmos Forum: Ideas for Change series, Dēmos 
has become a leading convener and host of dis-
cussions on some of the most critical issues facing 
our society.  Since they began in 2002, we have 
held  nearly 300  Dēmos Forums, which are spe-
cial two-hour events usually taking place in our 
New York City office or in Washington, D.C.  A 
number of America’s leading authors and public 
intellectuals have spoken at Dēmos, including 
Barbara Ehrenreich, Thomas Frank, Bob Herbert, 
Derrick Bell, Julianne Malveaux, Bill Moyers, 
Kevin Phillips, Theda Skocpol, Elizabeth War-
ren, Benjamin Barber, Jim Wallis and Paul Krug-
man. In  2008, with a general election approach-
ing, Dēmos events addressed issues central to the 
public debate, focussing on the financial crisis, the 
household economy, government, international 
affairs and the workings of American Democracy. 
Many of these topics were discussed in-depth in 
our special Dēmos Forum series on Race and Pol-
icy and Labor, and in special events on Women’s 
Leadership and Regulation.

Dēmos Books Project

Over the last several years, we have substantially 
expanded our ability to support the work of new 
authors and help shape the public and policy de-
bates through the Dēmos Books Project. This is a 
platform for the work of fellows, staff and affiliates 
who are engaging public debate by publishing new 
books addressing the critical issues of our times. 
Some of the 2008 books include:
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Core Programs and Projects
The Democracy Program works to strengthen democracy in the United States by reducing barriers 
to voter participation and encouraging civic engagement. Dēmos supports expanded democratic par-
ticipation by conducting new research; supporting pro-voter litigation; providing information and re-
sources to advocates and policymakers; and advancing a broad agenda for election reform.

The Economic Opportunity Program addresses the severe economic insecurity and inequality that 
characterize American society today. The program offers fresh analysis and bold policy ideas to provide 
new opportunities for young adults and financially-strapped families to achieve economic security.

Public Works: The Dēmos Center for the Public Sector helps advocates, policymakers and commu-
nity leaders across the United States re-envision the role of government. Dēmos believes in a public 
sector that acts effectively for the common good and plans for our future, with the public support and 
resources necessary to succeed in that critical work.

In partnership with CivWorld and U.S. in the World, the International Program advances the ideals 
of strong democracy, shared prosperity and effective governance at the global level. This work chal-
lenges current patterns of globalization with the goals of democratizing global governance; ensuring 
that all people benefit from free markets and trade; and enabling immigrants to have a greater voice in 
the societies in which they live. The program also develops new messages to help build public support 
for responsible U.S. global engagement.

The Fellows Program supports scholars and writers whose innovative work influences the public de-
bate about crucial national and global issues. The program offers an intellectual home and platform 
for more than 20 fellows from diverse backgrounds: emerging public intellectuals, journalists, distin-
guished public figures and academics whose research can be used to inform the policy world.

The Dēmos Books Project supports the work of fellows, staff and affiliates who are engaging public 
debate by publishing new books addressing the critical issues of our times.

Dēmos Events and Conferences feature prominent authors, scholars and advocates addressing key 
national and global issues.

Affiliated Partners

The Building Movement Project helps non-profit organizations 
integrate social justice principles into their work; strengthen their 
role as centers of democratic practice; and plan for the next gen-
eration of leadership.

Business for Shared Prosperity is a network of business owners, execu-
tives and investors committed to sustainable public policies and busi-
ness practices that broaden economic opportunity, expand wealth own-
ership, and reduce inequality.

Inequality.org is a resource center for journalists, legislators, advocates and citi-
zens concerned about America’s growing economic divide. Building on the work 
of Dēmos’ 2004 conference and 2006 book, Inequality Matters, Inequality.org’s 
tools outline the magnitude, causes and far-reaching consequences of this de-
cades-long trend.
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Dēmos Staff *
Administrative & Executive

Miles Rapoport  
President

Tamara Draut 
Vice President of Policy & Programs

Kalin Drzewiecki-Sezer 
Administrative Manager

Michael Lipsky  
Senior Program Director 

Donna Parson  
Senior Projects Manager

Carol Villano 
California Representive

Democracy Program

Brenda Wright 
Director 

Steven Carbó 
Senior Program Director

Regina Eaton 
Deputy Director 

Lisa J. Danetz 
Senior Counsel

Scott Novakowski  
Senior Policy Analyst

Allegra Chapman 
Counsel

Economic opportunity 
Program

Nancy K. Cauthen 
Director

José A. García 
Associate Director for Research & Policy

Mafruza Khan 
Associate Director for Advocacy & 
Outreach

Caleb Gibson 
Advocacy & Legislative Coordinator

Viany Orozco 
Policy Analyst

Public Works: The Dēmos 
Center for the Public Sector

Dianne Stewart 
Director

Patrick Bresette 
Associate Program Director

Kym King 
Program Associate

Marcia Kinsey 
Program Associate

International Program

David Callahan 
Director, International Program and 
Senior Fellow

Lauren Damme  
Policy Advisor

Michelle Sieff 
Policy Advisor

Communications

Timothy k. Rusch  
Director of Communications 

Aaron Brown 
Creative Manager

Cory Isaacson 
Design & Production Associate

Jinny Khanduja 
Events and Outreach Assistant

Gennady Kolker 
Web & Media Relations Associate

Development

Sophie Rogers-Gessert 
Director of Development

Rachel Whiting 
Manager of Individual Giving

Alina Hoffman 
Development Associate

Dēmos Fellows
Distinguished Senior Fellows
Benjamin Barber 
Michael Edwards 
Teresa Ghilarducci 
Robert Kuttner 
John Schwarz 
Linda Tarr-Whelan,  
    Women’s Leadership Initiative

Senior Fellows
Sasha Abramsky 
Rich Benjamin 
Shari Cohen 
Jonathan Cohn 
Lew Daly 
Allison Fine 
James Lardner 
Keesha Middlemass 
Lorraine Minnite 
Nomi Prins 
Beth Schulman 
Deborah Stone 
Jennifer Wheary

Fellows
Jared Duval 
Nicole Kazee 
Chris Rabb

Affiliated Project Staff
Building Movement Project 

Frances Kunreuther 
Project Director

Caroline McAndrews 
Director of Leadership  
& Communications

Trish Tchume 
Director of Civic Engagement

Business for Shared Prosperity

Chuck Collins 
Co-Director

Holly Sklar 
Co-Director

John Arensmeyer 
President, Small Business Majority

CIVWORLD

Benjamin Barber 
President &  
Dēmos Distinguished Senior Fellow

Emily Elgar 
International Project Coordinator

Holly Lane 
Executive Assistant

U.S. in the World Initiative

Priscilla Lewis 
Co-Director

Susan Veres Royal 
Co-Director

Dēmos Interns
Dēmos would like to acknowledge 
the vital work of our recent interns: 
Alicia Hammond • Amanda Fink
Brittany Stalsburg • Cristina Vasile
David Myers • Fati Ahmed
Jennifer Murray • Mike Schwartz
Rebecca Segal • Rob Watson
Sara Lopez • Venessa Miemis
Youjin Kim

*Dēmos staff as of June 30, 2009. We would 
like to thank former staff member Stuart 
Comstock-Gay (Director, Democracy Pro-
gram) for his service to the Dēmos mission.
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Dēmos Board of Directors 
Current Members

Stephen Heintz, Board Chair

Miles Rapoport, President

Ben Binswanger 
Chief Operating Officer, The Case Foundation

Christine Chen 
Strategic Alliances USA

Amy Hanauer 
Founding Executive Director, Policy Matters Ohio

Sang Ji 
Partner, White & Case LLP

Clarissa Martinez De Castro 
Director of Immigration & National Cam-
paigns, National Council of La Raza

Arnie Miller 
Founder, Isaacson Miller

Wendy Puriefoy 
President, Public Education Network

Amelia Warren Tyagi 
Co-Founder & EVP/COO, The Business Talent Group

Ruth Wooden 
President, Public Agenda

Members, Past & On Leave

President Barack Obama

Hon. Tom Campbell

Juan Figeroa

Robert Franklin

Charles Halpern

Sara Horowitz

Van Jones

Eric Liu

Spencer Overton

Robert Reich

Hon. David Skaggs

Linda Tarr-Whelan

Ernest Tollerson 
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FINANCIALS FY09
Graph 1: Total Revenue ($6.16 million)

Foundation, Individual,
Corporate & Labor 
Income
90% 

Earned Income 9% 

Investment Income 1% 

Graph 2: Total Expenses ($6.16 million)

Program Services
87% ($5,386,258)

Management
& Administration
9% ($575,381)

Fundraising
4% ($202,392)

Graph 3: Program Services Expenses 

A�liated Programs
22% ($1,203,388)

Research & Fellows
14% ($729,943)

Public Works
19% ($1,026,826)

Economic Opportunity
18% ($978,291)

Democracy Program
24% ($1,273,623)

Graph 4: Budget Growth 
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Total End of Fiscal 
Year Net Assets  

$3,864,811
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Annie E. Casey Foundation

Atlantic Philanthropies

California Endowment

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Compton Foundation

Connect U.S. Fund

CREDO Mobile

Educational Foundation of America

Ettinger Foundation

Ford Foundation

Fresh Sound Foundation

Fund for New Jersey

Friedman Family Foundation

Gates Foundation

F.B. Heron Foundation

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

JEHT Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

Kendeda Foundation

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Leon Lowenstein Foundation

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

McCormick Foundation

John Merck Fund

Mitchell Kapor Foundation

Nathan Cummings Foundation 

New York Community Trust

Northwest Area Foundation 

Open Society Institute

Panta Rhea Foundation

Public Welfare Foundation 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

Sandler Foundation

Schecter Foundation 

Schumann Center for Media & Democracy

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Universal Healthcare Foundation of Connecticut

Whitman Institute

We would like to thank the following foundations for their support:



Contact Dēmos

National/New York Office: 
220 Fifth Avenue, 5th Floor 
New York, New York 10001

Main: (212) 633-1405 
Fax: (212) 633-2015 

Email: info@dēmos.org

Washington, D.C. Office: 
1710 Rhode Island Ave. N.W., 12th Floor 

Washington, DC 20036

Main: (202) 559-1543 ext. 105

Boston Office: 
358 Chestnut Hill Avenue, Suite 303 

Brighton, Massachusetts 02135

Main: (617) 232-5885 
Fax: (617) 232-7251

Media Contact:
Timothy Rusch | (212) 389.1407 | trusch@dēmos.org

Support Dēmos
Dēmos is a 501c3 non-profit organization that depends on the generous support of 
our individual and institutional supporters and foundations. 

Individual donations can be made online at Dēmos.org/support, or by sending a 
check payable to Dēmos to:

Dēmos: A Network for Ideas & Action  
Attn: Development Department 
220 Fifth Avenue, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10001

Donations of stock or other appreciated assets are also welcome. 

For more information, please contact Rachel Whiting at 212.419.8771.

All donations are fully tax-deductible, to the extent allowed by law.
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