FAIR ELECTIONS

FOR NEW YORK

TELL YOUR ELECTED LEADERS: WWW.FAIRELECTIONSNY. OKe

NEW YORK NEEDS
FAIR ELECTIONS NOW

PROBLEM: In the 2012 election cycle, state-level candidates and
parties raised more than $108 million.' All that money sways the deci-

“..we need to implement a public

sions our leaders make from what’s best for New Yorkers to what’s best

finance system like in New York

for big money donors, and the lack of transparency means we can’t see

when money is driving bad decisions. City. |t WOI‘I(S We" there, and it
PROBLEM: Just in the last decade, 15 state-level elected officials Wi" WOI'I( We" 'FOI' the state too.”
have been convicted of corruption-related crimes. Ethics reform isn’t

enough—we need to change the way elections work so that our elected —GOV. ANDREW CUOMO,
officials are truly accountable to voters. State of the State, 1/9/13

PROBLEM: Middle and working class New Yorkers can’t compete for their representatives’ attention in a system that
rewards politicians for only fundraising among the very rich and special interests. In 2012, at least 71% of contributions to
candidates came in gifts of $1,000 or more, drowning out the voices of everyday New Yorkers and discouraging diverse candi-
dates from running.

SOLUTION: THE FAIR ELECTIONS SMALL DONOR MATCHING SYSTEM

Instead of accepting a handful of huge donations from corporations, lobbyists and the rich, candidates would raise a large
number of small contributions from everyday voters, because each time a small-dollar donor makes a contribution, it’s

matched by public funds.

Public financing combined with strong non-partisan over-
6% 54% sight and lower contribution limits, would put elections and
the future of New York back in our hands. It would encour-
age new candidates from different backgrounds to run for
office and encourage new and more diverse small donors
to participate. It would reward politicians who spend time
raising small-dollar contributions from their constituents.

WHY NOW? From voters across the state to

Governor Cuomo, support for Fair Elections is growing

CURRENT NYS SYSTEM FAIR ELECTIONS SYSTEM . . . .
because it’s time for a change. Whether the issue is the

) economy, education, fracking or healthcare, Fair Elections
[ Candidate Funds from $1-250 Small Donors . .
will ensure our leaders hear our priorities.
B All Other Sources
(+$250 donors, political parties, non-party org.) GO TO: www.fairelectionsny.org to sign the petition, see
all of the organizations that signed on, and find out where
Source: “What Is and What Could Be: The Potential Impact of Small-Donor Matching Funds in your State Senator and Assemb|yman sta nd on this issue.

New York State Elections,” Campaign Finance Institute, April 2012 . . . .
Pt r Make sure they know: The time is now for Fair Elections.

1. All numbers based on 84% reporting, National Institute on Money in State Politics, www.followthemoney.org
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