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Expanding Voter Registration of Low-Income Citizens Under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993

Rates of voter registration and participation of low-income citizens in U.S. elections have long lagged behind
those of higher-income citizens. Today, 11.5 million low-income adult citizens remain unregistered to vote,
and the registration gap between low-income and high-income citizens is over 19 percentage points.'

Work by Démos and its partners holds out enormous promise for reducing this gap.? Millions of low-income
citizens can be brought into the political process by proper implementation of an often-neglected provision
of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) requiring states to provide Public Agency Voter Registration
when persons apply for benefits, recertify or file a change of address through public assistance agencies and
disability offices:?

» In Missouri alone, over 147,000 low-income citizens applied for voter registration at public assistance
offices in just the first year after a successful court action to improve Missouri’s compliance in July 2008.*

» In Virginia, Démos’ work with state officials to improve NVRA implementation resulted in a five-fold
increase in monthly registration applications, without the need for litigation.®

» In North Carolina, over 80,000 low-income citizens applied for voter registration at public assistance
agencies in the two years since Démos and its partners worked with state officials to improve
compliance—compared to only 11,600 in the previous two-year period.t
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